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I. LIFE’s presentation

- Grouping of organizations, led by fishermen, for 
fishermen.

- A pan-European small-scale fisheries representation 
organization offering a dedicated and coherent voice at 
EU and Member State level.

A. LIFE’s missions

- Contribute to the sustainable development of the sector in 
its economic, social and environmental dimensions.

- Provide services, promote networking and support its 
members.
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B. LIFE’s main activities

- Promote the union of small-scale fishermen (and help with 
its organization if necessary).

- Participation in policy-making and decision-making 
(Member States, EU, MEDAC, GFCM).

- Support on the ground to help with project development 
(and identify / acquire funds).

- Promote networking, coordination, mediation, facilitation, 
exchange of information and knowledge, share experiences 
and best practices.

- Promote capacity building.
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II. Example of an AMP – Fishermen relationship

 2004: Creation of a non-harvest zone of 450h2: the marine 
area of CAP ROUX (Var, France) promoted by local small-
scale fishermen
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A. Context of its creation

Association of relevant actors: 

Small-scale Fishermen +  
Administration + 

scientific community + NGOs 

 CO-GESTION.

Scientific follow-up in collaboration 
with fishermen;

Marking out, communication;

Monitoring by fishermen and the 
administration.
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B. Results

 Effective restoration of marine biodiversity:

- Rapid observation of a reserve effect (3 years);

- Confirmation by scientific studies of the increase in biomass 
within the reserve.

 Positive changes for local small-scale fishermen:

- Improving the image of fishermen concerned about their future;

- Diversification of fishing activity (pescatourism).

 Public involvement and interest for the reserve:
Diving club, boat owners, citizens, tourists.
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B. Recommendations

Small-scale fishermen: stakeholders who are able to 
promote and lead projects committed to sustainability:

- From the creation of an MPA;

- In the scientific component;

- In the surveillance.

Need to help small-scale fishermen take ownership of 
the benefits of these projects:

- Financial profit (through monitoring, pescatourism, fishing 
in neighboring areas).

- Profit in terms of image.
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« Co-management works! »

Thank you for your attention!

Christian DECUGIS 
Mediterranean director at LIFE 

Conclusion

Workshop OB3b – “Small-scale fisheries 
and MPAs/fishery reserves: how to 
achieve successful management and 
sustainable livelihoods”


