
Organised by: 

Have you actually read the Aichi target?
…or did you just stop at the 10%?

Imen Meliane/ Regional Vice 
Chair- World Commission on 
Protected Areas 



Organised by: 

Global MPA coverage has increased, 
largely due to large-scale MPAs in remote areas of the 

ocean.

75% of the global total

by only 21 sites

Some 15000 MPAs
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MPAs are far from people
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25% of reefs in MPAs
61% of reefs threatened by direct impacts

Burke et al 2011, Reefs at Risk Revisited

...and far away from threats
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What does Aichi say exactly?

10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, especially 

areas of particular importance for biodiversity and 

ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively

and equitably managed, ecologically representative 

and well connected systems of protected areas and 

other effective area-based conservation measures, 

and integrated into the wider landscapes and 

seascapes
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Biodiversity conservation has been a powerful justification for 
promoting, selecting or justifying the designation of MPAs around 
the world (Hot Spots, EBSAs, KBAs)

But…Do we  know how to identify Areas of 

Importance for Ecosystem Services?

– areas providing maximum benefits to people (many people and or high 
value), with value interpretable as economic or non-monetary metrics, 
including jobs, food security or cultural and aesthetic values;

– areas with high potential values (through improved management or 
restoration)

– areas of absolute highest value for individual ecosystem services 
(e.g. the most important blue carbon stores); 

– areas where multiple services and or multiple ecosystems provide 
combined high value.
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Governance and Equity

• Equitable governance (Recognition 
of rights; Effective consultations)

• Equitable design (Early consideration 
of social; cultural and economic 
settings)

• Equitable management
(Participatory/delegated 
management; benefit sharing)
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OECM - What Areas should be counted?
IUCN MPA definition: Sites must have nature conservation as a primary objective, but 
conservation can be limited, to just a subset of species or habitats, or a subset of threats acting 
on any site

• US datasets contain spatial management 
measures that do not meet the IUCN definition;

• US MPAs in WDPA - 13.2% of the US EEZ, 
including very large fisheries management areas 
that might not be considered as MPAs by other 
countries.

• Counting marine reserves only  - 3.1% of US 
waters (95% located in the 
Papahānaumokuākea), Using the US full listing 
of MPAs - 40% of US EEZ; 

• They don’t qualify as MPA-would they qualify as 
OEABCM?
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Suggestions for OECM

• Conservation-congruent regulations, where spatially explicit management 
achieves nature conservation as a secondary benefit

• Indigenous and community conserved areas, where conservation benefits are 
achieved and maintained long term through customary laws or other effective 
means

• Generic natural resource protection, which is sometimes applied to entire 
ecosystems in a jurisdiction

• Mosaic protection, where a combination of independent measures overlap to 
achieve conservation benefit. 

OEAMs run the risk of becoming a let-out clause, insufficiently defined to drive real 
conservation, but useful for countries seeking to claim success.
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“...integrated into wider landscapes 
and seascapes”

• holistic ocean and coastal 
management

• Connected conservation – network 
design

• Integrated planning and 
management – marine spatial 
planning

• Considering future changes



Looking Forward

to 2020

…and beyond
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Discussion questions

• New criteria for selection, design and management of MPA for 
delivering ecosystem services? 

• Criteria for MPA system design and how to manage win-wins and 
trade-offs in priorities?

• Key principles and indicators for equity and effectiveness in 
management of MPAs?

• Definition of OECM and what should be counted?

• Legislation and policies for integrated planning and management 
to advance toward rational and coherent planning and utilization 
of the ocean and coastal spaces? 


