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Context

• Science provided clear evidence on the effects of 
Mediterranean MPAs

• Their potential, however, is far to be fully 
understood at societal level

• The Booklet “The Science of Marine Protected 
Areas-Mediterranean version” aims at 
contributing to fill this gap
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Actions

A collegial work made by scientists, managers and 
policy makers (from the Med and USA):

• the best available science is synthesised and 
communicated in a more accessible format; 

• the booklet is designed to be used by managers, 
government officials, scientists, teachers and the 
interested public.

The final aim is to support the creation of further 
and effective MPAs in the Med region
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Results

• Making the point about where we are …
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Results
• MPAs are effective …

… the essential step to achieve spillover and 
connectivity (MPA networks)

… only if actually ‘protected’
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Results

From individual MPAs 
to ecological networks 
of connected  MPAs
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Results

• No effective organization, design 
and management (and people 
engagement) => no ecological or 
socio-economic benefits 
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Challenges & Perspectives

• Science shows how to build effective MPA 
networks … well organized, well designed and 
well managed => with incomes far greater than 
management costs

• However, many existing MPAs are not well 
organized, designed, implemented or enforced 
enough, with only 0.04% of the Med fully 
protected =>  ok just for formally satisfying 
international commitments
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Recommendations

• Implementing and enforcing existing MPAs, and  
expanding fully protected areas in existing and in 
new MPAs

• Investigating and properly testing the 
effectiveness of MPAs and their networks to 
enhance the outcomes of individual MPAs 

• Supporting public education and communication 
programmes to increase the public awareness 
towards MPAs in the Mediterranean Sea

Achieving international targets 
(like Aichi or SDG) just 

‘formally’ is a ‘substantial’ 
failure … let’s do our best to 

convert it into a great success
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Thank you – Merci 

Paolo Guidetti / University Nice Sophia Antipolis

guidetti@unice.fr 


