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Objectives
This project is meant to answer to the
following questions:

1. Which are the conditions to establish
an MPA network in the North Adriatic?
· Who are the actors involved, and which are the relations of the systems
of governance of the MPAs in the North Adriatic?
· What differences and similarities exist with other environmental
governance at the transboundary level in Europe?

2. How can Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) principles
be integrated in North Adriatic MPAs?
•What has been already done in the North Adriatic MPAs to meet the
principles of the ICZM protocol?

Introduction
Responding to the transboundary impacts of threats to biodiversity in the sea
and coastal zones requires large-scale coordination and cooperation.
Therefore, to improve the protection of natural resources and the individual
ecological relevance of a Marine Protected Area (MPA), the continued
development of networks of MPAs is increasingly solicited.
The North Adriatic basin represents a case where the intensive pressures and
impacts related to fishing, seaport activities, tourism and boat traffic must
coexist with a need to protect environmental resources, often hindered by
political reasons (e.g. Italy’s,  Slovenia’s and Croatia’s converging and
conflicting interests regarding the sea).
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Methodology
The analysis will be carried out using the Social Network Analysis (SNA)
methodology.
The data will be gained mainly by means of semi-structured interviews.
The stakeholders involved will be mainly MPAs managers, environment and
ministries of foreign affairs and NGOs. The data will be used as input for SNA
software, allowing for statistical analysis.

Expected results
•Explain the structure of the governance of transboundary MPAs in the North
Adriatic, identifying the needed condition to establish a network of MPAs.
•Highlight existing constraints that can slow the process.
•Identify how the ICZM principles are currently applied in the management of
MPAs according to the speciific articles of the ICZM protocol of the Barcelona
Convention.
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