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SUMMARY 

The area Sazani Island – Karaburuni Peninsula is the first MPA in Albania, proclaimed on 2010, with 
the status of National Marine Park, including a surface of 12.570 ha. This poster presents a 
synthetic description of natural and biodiversity values of this area, which are of a high importance 
in national, Mediterranean and international level. Recently, Albania is paying much attention and 
making efforts on strengthening the system of protected areas, with a special focus on MPAs and 
CPAs. In this prospect a Management Plan for the Sazani – Karaburuni MPA will be prepared within 
the framework of an ongoing project (GEF/UNDP/MEFWA 2010–2014). In this process, the natural 
and biodiversity values of this area will be among the main drivers for the recommended 
conservation and management actions and measurements. A key issue within this framework would 
be the preparation of a monitoring program for the terrestrial and marine biodiversity of the Sazani – 
Karaburuni MPA. 

 The 2012 Forum of Marine Protected Areas in the Mediterranean.  Antalya, 25 – 28 November,  2012. 

NATURAL VALUES OF THE SAZANI ISLAND – KARABURUNI PENINSULA, AS GOOD TOOLS AND 

INDICATORS FOR THE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FIRST MPA OF ALBANIA 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

Several species and biocenosis present in the MPA can be used as good indicators for the 
environmental monitoring of the area, as well as the drivers for designing several aspects of 
management plan of the MPA regarding biodiversity conservation and management. 

 Inventory and monitoring of Posidonia oceanica meadows, aiming the enlargement of its 
coverage within the MPA and bordering area, short-term and long-term monitoring of the lower 
depth limit of the meadow, its density, biometric and lepidochronologic analyses. 

 The monitoring of coralligenous biocenosis and macroalgae of hard bottoms. These biocenosis 
shelter a high diversity of species, including plankton, nekton and benthos that can also be used 
as environmental indicators through assessment of their presence, population density / coverage, 
reproduction and recruitment success etc.  

 The species of special importance, like those that are rare and endangered in national, regional 
and international scale, such as Corallium rubrum, Lithophaga lithophaga, Caretta caretta, 
Tursiops truncatus, Monachus monachus are important targets for specific action plans within the 
management plan of the area. Some of them, especially benthic species are “umbrella species” 
and “bio-constructors” that deserves special attention as regards their monitoring, conservation 
and management. 

 The marine alien and invasive species. This area is considered as a corridor for the distribution 
of alien species from the Central Mediterranean and Ionian Sea toward Northern Adriatic. Species 
like Caulerpa racemosa, Lophocladia lallemandii, Percnon gibbesi, Pinctada radiata and 
Callinectes sapidus have been recorded in the area. The management plan in general and 
special environmental policies in particular should seriously address the issues on alien and 
invasive species in the MPA. 

REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 The MPA Sazani – Karaburuni represents an area with a rich biodiversity, with the presence of species, communities and biocenosis of a high importance in national, international and 
Mediterranean level. 

 Marine and coastal habitats and species occurring in the MPA are good tools and targets for the environmental monitoring, conservation and management of the area. 

 Environmental indicators based on marine species and biocenosis should play an important role in preparing the expected management plan of the MPA, as well as other environmental and 
biodiversity conservation policies. 

 The methodological aspects that implies the use of marine biodiversity and marine environmental indicators for designing the management plan in the MPA Sazani – Karaburuni should be used 
as an experience for the environmental and conservation policies of the existing coastal protected areas, as well as other expected MPAs of Albania with similar natural characteristics, especially 
those of rocky shores.  
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Marine vertebrates of special importance  
in the MPA Sazani – Karaburuni.  

the common dolphin Delphinus delphis  
the bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus 
the monk seal Monachus monachus  
the loggerhead turtle Caretta caretta  
the dusky grouper Epinephellus marginatus 
the Atlantic bluefin tuna Thunnus thynnus 
the swordfish Xiphias gladius 

METHODS 
The analysis and assessment of natural and biodiversity values of the area Sazani Island - 
Karaburuni Peninsula have been based on the previous collected and reported data in the recent 
years, as well as on a rapid survey carried out in 2009. Data sources are described in the following: 
1. Inventory of Posidonia oceanica meadows and coastal habitats in the Albanian coast (APAWA & 
MEFWA, 2005).  
2. Rapid assessment survey of the important habitats of marine turtles and Monk Seal in the coastal 
area of Albania (RAC/SPA, GEF/SGP, MEFWA, MEDASSET, APAWA, 2005).  
3. The project Technical Assistance for Establishment and Management of an International Centre 
for Marine Studies (CISM) in Albania (ARPA Puglia, CoNISMa,  IRPI-CNR, University of Tirana, 
ASA, MEFWA - EU Program Interreg III Italy – Albania, 2006 – 2008). 
4. The project Protected Areas Gap Assessment and Marine Protected Areas Development in 
Albania (UNDP Albania, GEF, MEFWA, 2008 – 2010). Within the framework of this project, a survey 
has been carried out in July 2009, aiming the assessment of benthic habitats and their cartography 
in shallow waters (supralittoral, mediolittoral and upper infralittoral). This survey has been done by 
snorkeling along the whole coast of the Sazani – Karaburuni MPA, by 3 marine benthologists during 
4 days at the field. 

INTRODUCTION 

Marine ecosystems and coastal wetlands of Albania are rich in habitat typologies, animal and plant 
communities and species. They represent an important part of nature heritage not only for the 
country itself but also for the Mediterranean region as a whole (NEA/AKM 2002). The present paper 
is focused on the first MPA of Albania, Sazani Island – Karaburuni Peninsula, proclaimed in April 
2010. This paper describes the relevant area in a large context, including the natural and landscape 
values, considering the importance of habitats, communities and species, especially those of 
special importance as rare and/or endangered in national and international level, feeding and/or 
hatching grounds, that are also important for designing the monitoring, conservation and 
management plans for the Sazani – Karaburuni MPA. 


