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Summary 
Charting a Course for Sustainable Prosperity (“the Chart”) provides an architecture 
within which the central elements of EBM can be aligned (Fig. 1). Usually treated as 
separate responsibilities, these elements are much more effective if their relationships 
are understood from the outset, and operationalized across agencies and jurisdictions 

when feasible. Thus, it is a visualisation of the strategy needed to implement EBM.  

Introduction 
The British Columbia Marine EBM Community has expressed the need for an integrated 
decision-making framework expressed in ecological, social and economic terms.  

Quotes from the May 2011 EBM Implementation Workshop in Victoria, BC: 

“EBM is new and complex – people are not familiar with it, making it difficult to develop 
a shared vision.” 

“We lack a framework to include ecosystem services and tradeoffs explicitly in 
management and decision-making.” 

“A major gap in EBM is political will and clarity on what EBM is and what it ought to do. 
Clear objectives need to be defined so that clear metrics for progress can be addressed.” 

Our goal: To develop a roadmap to support legislation, planning, regulation, 
enforcement, monitoring and adaptive management in BC.  

Methods 
Experts from Federal, Provincial, and First Nations governments, industry, academia, 
and NGOs in British Columbia have shaped key policy elements of EBM into a 
relational roadmap that was guided by revision and peer-review, thus producing the 
Chart. A companion document to the Chart elaborates upon the operational 
relationships among the elements, and provides background examples and definitions. 

Results and Discussion 
In its general form, the Chart can help governments and stakeholders examine key 
issues and align expectations around EBM components at a broad level. In the context 
of a management problem, the Chart will help relate and explain specific aspects of 
resource use and conservation planning, identify and prioritise important linkages and 
dependencies, and direct development of implementation plans. The Chart identifies 
Enabling Outcomes (Fig. 2) that lead to desired Strategic Outcomes, using the “People-
Planet-Profit” triple bottom-line as its foundation for defining sustainable prosperity.  

Conclusion 
For each management case, the architectural 
elements require customisation. With minimal 
context, it can help engage interested groups 
in understanding the complexities of EBM and 
begin to highlight trade-offs. A fully developed 
and scored architecture can provide guidance 
necessary to promote comprehensive 
planning, implementation, management, and 
monitoring of the EBM process.  

More information: http://pacmara.org/tikiwiki/tiki-index.php?page=Charting+a+Course+for+Sustainable+Prosperity                 Funded by a SSHRC grant to Kai Chan, Inst. Resources, Environment and Sustainability, UBC. 
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Figure 1. Organisation of the Chart. 
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