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Summary 
AdriaPAN, the Adriatic Protected Areas Network, is a bottom-up initiative, started by 2 Italian marine protected areas, 
Miramare and Torre del Cerrano. The aim of the network is to make contacts between Protected Areas in the Adriatic easier, 
to improve their partnership effectiveness, both in management and planning activities. AdriaPAN is a growing network with 
a great potential for joining efforts in environmental protection and sustainable development. Initially, 10 Italian Protected Ar-
eas, both marine and coastal, signed the Cerrano Charter, the founding act of AdriaPAN. The number has now doubled. It 
counts over 20 members from all countries bordering the Adriatic Sea, and more than 30 associated organizations 
(institutions, NGOs, businesses, etc.) interested in collaborating on AdriaPAN initiatives. Joining the network is free and the 
only requirement is to officially subscribe the Cerrano Charter, to achieve the mission herein defined. 

Introduction 
Within the Adriatic Sea and along the Adriatic coast, there are more than 200 Protected Areas recognized by national and international 
law. The need for effective coordination and cooperation between Adriatic MPAs led in 2008 to set up AdriaPAN, the Adriatic Protected 
Areas Network. AdriaPAN is an integral part of the wider MedPAN (network of Marine and Coastal Protected Areas managers in the 
Mediterranean), within such network it represents and promotes the ecological, cultural and economic specificities of the Adriatic Sea 
and coast. The main objective of the network is to initiate a technical process in support of all MPAs managers and staff in the Adriatic, 
by providing services to improve effective management. It aims at sharing energies and knowledge to promote common programs of 
international and regional cooperation for environment protection, sustainable development, green tourism and biodiversity conserva-
tion. A common, web-based, communication tool promotes MPAs and their activities to support permanent contacts within the network. 
The cross-border integration of protected areas contributes significantly to their promotion, accordingly to their capability of being eco-
nomically self-sustained and effective.  

Results, Discussion 
Torre del Cerrano, which is member of MedPAN, is the MPA where the AdriaPAN - Adriatic Protected Areas Network started in 2008 
through a general discussion among MPA managers encompassed in the Italian Association of Protected Areas Directors. The discus-
sion led to the “Cerrano Charter”, which is the founding document of the AdriaPAN. 

Presently AdriaPAN is linking 23 marine and coastal protected areas of several Adriatic countries: 

The AdriaPAN network has great potential to protect biodiversity, cultural heritage and landscape. AdriaPAN, in fact, has carried for-
ward several EU-level projects (such as Serenissima, Hearth of Adria, Ritorno, ReSCWe, BySEAcle, ChaMon, TEA, PANforAMaR) 
and is now developing and implementing regional strategies, plans and programmes. In 2008 AdriaPAN has been internationally rec-
ognized during an event promoted by MedPAN, at the IUCN “IV World Conservation Conference”. In 2010 the network has also been 
recognized by AII (Adriatic-Ionian Initiative), an international organization coordinated by the Foreign Ministers of the Adriatic countries 
(Albania, Bosnia Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece, Italy, Montenegro, Serbia, Slovenia) for the constitution of a EU Adriatic Macroregion. 
A major objective for the implementation of the AdriaPAN network has been reached thanks to the project "AdriaPAN Secretariat" 
presented by the AMP Torre del Cerrano within the "2nd Call for Small Grant Projects for Mediterranean MPAs for 2012-2013" promot-
ed by the MedPAN and sponsored by Fonds Français pour l'Environnement Mondial, Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation 
and MAVA Foundation. The project "AdriaPAN Secretariat" has been selected as the winning proposal among 52 competitors. 

Conclusions 
The project "AdriaPAN Secretariat" addresses the need for a cross-border and cooperative dialogue tool as means of raising the eco-
nomical promotion practices of the Adriatic MPAs. The project partners are the MPAs adhering to the Cerrano Charter - the AdriaPAN 
Network - or being about to adhere to it. The project was promoted by the MPAs of Miramare and Torre del Cerrano with the latter as 
the lead applicant. The general purpose is to gain the acquaintance and reliance of local MPAs managers in this regional branch of the 
Mediterranean network, by providing services in favour of their MPAs and the local territory. This will take place by building up a com-
mon, web-based communication tool devoted to the broad public which will promote MPAs, the activities of interest and will provide 
general services. The same web portal will promote contacts among MPAs managers and staff - also through a restricted access - in 
order to produce common projects and proposals in response to funding tools such as EU's instrument for grants on programmes like 
Interreg, IPA Adriatic, MED, Life+, South East Europe and others. "AdriaPAN Secretariat" activities have already started according to 
the project schedule. 

Materials and Methods 
NETWORK ORIENTED APPROACH (no pyramidal relationships) 
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1  Area Marina Protetta Torre del Cerrano (Chieti - Ita)*  

2  Area Marina Protetta di Miramare (Trieste - Ita)* 

3  Parco regionale Delta del Po Veneto (Venezia - Ita) 

4  Parco regionale Delta del Po Emilia Romagna (Ravenna- Ita) 

5  Riserva Naturale Marina di Torre Guaceto (Brindisi - Ita)* 

6  Riserva Naturale regionale Sentina (S.Benedetto Tr. AP-Ita)* 

7  Riserva Naturale regionale Calanchi di Atri (Atri - TE - Ita) 

8  Zona Tutela Biologica Tegnùe di Chioggia (Venezia - Ita) 

17 Parco regionale Monte San Bartolo (Pesaro - Ita) 

18 Parco regionale del Conero (Ancona - Ita) 

19 Riserva Naturale Statale Le Cesine (Lecce - Ita) 

20 Parco Nazionale Gargano (Foggia - Ita) 

21 Area Marina Protetta Isole Tremiti (Foggia - Ita)* 

22 Riserva Naturale S. Giovanni in Venere (Chieti - Ita) 

23 Riserva Naturale Punta Aderci (Chieti – Ita) 

* MedPAN members 

9  Riserva Naturale reg. Lecceta Torino di Sangro (Chieti - Ita) 

10 Riserva Naturale regionale Grotta delle Farfalle (Chieti - Ita) 

11 Nationalni Park Mljet (Dubrovnik - Hrvatska)* 

12 Nationalni Park Kornati (Zadar - Hrvatska)* 

13 Nationalni Park Brijuni (Pula - Hvratska)* 

14 Area Umida Laguna di Narta (Vlore - Albania) 

15 Oasi Marina di Caorle–Tegnùe P.to Falconera (VE- Ita) 

16 Park prirode Lastovsko otočje (Ubli - Hrvatska)* 

WWW.ADRIAPAN.ORG 

http://www.ffem.fr/accueil

